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PRAIRIE VIEW AGRICULTURAL AND 
MECHANICAL COLLEGE OF TEXAS 
SEVENTY-NINTH YEAR 
CONVOCATION EXERCISES 
THE SEVENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONVOCATION 
AUDITORIUM-GYMNASIUM 
PRAIRIE VIEW, TEXAS 
SUNDAY MORNING, MAY FIFTEENTH 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FIVE 
ELEVEN O'CLOCK 
ORDER OF EXERCISES 
THE CONVOCATION PROCESSION 
Processional: "War March of the Priests" (Athalia) Mendelssohn 
Administrative Officers and Faculty-
Candidates for the Bachelor's Degree 
Candidates for the Master's Degree 
The President and the Convocation Speaker 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN: "God of Our Fathers" Congregation 
God of Our Fathers, Whose Almighty Hand, Thy love divine hath led us in the past, 
Leads forth in Beauty all the starry band, In this free land by Thee our lot is cast; 
Of shining worlds, in splendor thru' the skies. Be Thou our ruler, guardian, guide and stay 
Our grateful songs before Thy throne arise. Thy word our law. Thy paths our chosen way. 
A-men. 
SCRIPTURE-INVOCATION 
MUSIC: Anthem—"Misericordias Domini" 
(Mercy upon Us 0 Lord) F. Durante 
College Choir 
INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER DR. EDWARD BERTRAM EVANS 
President, Prairie View A. & M. College 
Prairie View, Texas 
CONVOCATION ADDRESS DR. RUFUS B. ATWOOD 
President, Kentucky State College 
Frankfort, Kentucky 
MUSIC: (Spiritual) "I've Been Buked and Scorned" Arr. Hall Johnson 
College Choir 
THE CONFERRING OF DEGREES 
PRESENTATION OF PRAIRIE VIEW CANDIDATES FOR COMMISSION 
IN THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES 
PRESENTATION OF ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AWARDS 
DR. I. T. HUNTER, '26 
Tyler, Texas 
MUSIC: Alma Mater "Dear Prairie View" 
Dear Prairie View, our song to thee we raise, As days go by our hearts will not grow cold, 
In gratitude we sing our hymn of praise. We'll love thy purple royal and thy gold, 
For mem'ries dear, for friends and recollections, We'll through our lives exemplify thy teaching 
For lessons learned while here we've lived with thee, We'll always strive a blessing to be. 
For these we pledge our hearts full of devotion, Thy children we our love and pride confessing, 
To serve thee now, and through eternity. We'll love thee now, and through eternity. 
Music from "Finlandia" by Sibelius 
Words by O. Anderson Fuller 
BENEDICTION 
BENEDICTION-RESPONSE "Lord Let Us Now Depart in Peace" 
College Choir 
RECESSIONAL: "Pomp and Circumstance" Elgar 
(Audience Seated) 
CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES 
SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE 
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN AGRICULTURE 
Presentation by the Dean 
Adams, J. C. 
DeRouen, Dudley 
Fortson, Bobby E. 
Green, James Edward 
Harper, Emory, Jr. 
Hill, Edward V. 
Hodge, Robert C. 
Humphrey, A1 Caphus 
McDonald, Thaddeus A. 
Melton, Koecadee 
SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
Owens, Maurice 
Reese, Jimmy Leon 
Thome, Phillip D. 
Trotty, Archie, Jr. 
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF ARTS 
Presentation by the Dean 
Blow, Harold O. 




Bradley, Joe Lamar 
Brown, Beuford* 
Carr, Gladys L. 
Chism, Ophelia 
Coleman, Lula Mae 
Cotton, William H. 
Douglas, Jettie C. 
Durgan, Dolores 
Callies, Davetta B. 
Douglass, Bennie J. 
Gilford, Audrey Jean 
Edwards, Constance D. 
Eubanks, Delores Faye 
Fields, Barbara Jean 
Fields, Peggy Ann 
Ford, General Hue 
Fowlks, Essex IV 
Freeman, Marcus A., Jr. 
Fulton, Adolph 
Goodman, Roland A. 
Griffin, Bobbie Jean 
Griggs, Willie Earl 
Harris, Los ton 
Henderson, Jean Marie 
Henderson, Sam Ella 
Humber, Robert 
Jackson, Eunicile C. 
Johnson, Jackie J. W.* 
Johnson, Norma Lee 
Jordan, Cleophus Delores 
Kimble, Ruby Lee 
Lawson, Edward L. 
Lemons, Cassie Mae 
McDaniel, Jake Edward 
Miles, Elijah W. 
Morgan, Norris D. 
Ogletree, Mack D., Jr. 
IN MUSIC 
Harris, Calvin Jr. 
Love, Mary Francis* 
Smith, Clarence A., Jr. 
Stanton, Ethel O'Neal 
Sparks, Alice E.* 
Thompson, Earlene Y. 
Overstreet, Granvel A. 
Owens, Freddie Mae 
Phillip, Jimmie L. 
Steward, Belvin B.* 
Thomas, Arietta V. 
Thomas, Virgetta 
Tramble, Lorenzo L. 
Tuck, Alton E. 
Washington, Charles W. 
Williams, Eunice Faye 
Winfield, Frances L. 
Wooten, Margarette M. 
Thompson, Henry L. 
Timmons, Benjamin 
Williams, Jean Mae 
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
Adair, Bonnie Faye 
Alton, Carlly Lee 
Arceneaux, Leo 
Atkins, Roy A. 
Barrett, Johnnie W.* 
Booker, Bettie J. 
Boyd, Wesley A. 
Broadus, Lester G., Jr. 
Brown, Regent H.* 
Burleson, Kenneth 
Butler, Douthard R. 
Cannon, Gene L. 
Carreathers, Margaret 
Conner, Doretha D. 
Cooper, Bettye Mae 
Anderson, Delores 
Anderson, Edna Mae 
Bailey, Ossie Lee 
Batts, Bobbie Jean 
Batts, Willie Pearl 
Biggs, Ferrion 
Brown, Glennie Mae 
Burnham, Faye F.* 
Burns, Dotson, Jr. 
Burrell, Theresa Jean 
Burton, LaVerae 
Butler, Julia V. 
Byrd, Mattie A. 
Callegari, Audrey M. 
Coleman, Elta Mae 
Coney, Dorothy Marie 
Crawford, Joan A. 
Donley, Cleopatra* 
Edwards, Myrtle Lee 
Eldridge, Dorothy L. 
Flowers, Leroy 
Forkeway, George, Jr. 
Francis, Lucille J. 
Fry, Irene La Verne 
Gibson, Trolius* 
Gillins, Leroy 
Glass, John H., Jr. 
Hall, Gladys Marie 




Houston, Joe E. 
Howard, Billy 
Hudson, Roy Lloyd 
Jackson, Dorothy A. 
Jackson, Wardell S. 
Jiles, Wanda M. 
Johnson, Gloria Y. 
Johnson, Lee O. 
Joyce, Jerry G. 
Knight, Thelma 
Larkin, William F. 
Love, James A. 
McCullough, Rutha M. C. 
Madison, Ervin E. 
IN EDUCATION 
Dancy, Lillie B. M. 
Daniels, Evelyn B. 
Darnell, Faye R.* 
Dau'ghtry, Sammie J.* 
Davenport, Jessie Lee 
Davis, Alfreddie 
Davis, Naomi Lee 
Davis, Virginia L. 
DeBose, Betty L. 
Donnell, Lucy Lee* 
Fisher, Marjorie L.* 
Godine, Bernice 
Evans, Ada Marie* 
Goodson, Gloria Thomas 
Green, Myrtle J. 
Griggs, Rose Mary 
Hall, Beedie M. 
Hamilton, Katherine 
Haynes, Eva M. 
Haynes, Virginia L. 
Henson, Verne Ruth* 
Hodge, Del Dolores 
Holland, Ruth Ella 
Hudson, Geraldine B. 
Hunter, Myrtle Lee 
Jackson, Pearl Jean 
Jameson, Prudie* 
Johnson, Betty Cotton 
Johnson, Doris Lee 
Johnson, Leola Van 
Johnson, Mae Pearl 
Jones, CarmeniaM. 
Mark, Mildred D. 
Martin, Welton 
Mucker, Joe Horace 
Nowlin, William J. 
Parker, Julius, Jr. 
Pierre, Dallas 
Roach, Sylvester L. 
Ross, Olethia S. 
Spikes, Julius 
Thomas, Rosa L.* 
Trottie, Lettie M. 
Williams, Freddie Ree 
Williams, Jesse W., Jr. 
Williams, Osborne C. 
Jones, Emma D. 
Jones,Ethel L. 
Kendricks, Dorothy N. 
Lewis, Pearlie L. P. 
Lockwood, Helen T.* 
Martin, Betty Lou 
Moss, Marjorie A. 
Nickerson, Evelyn Y. 
Nunn, Oma J.R.* 
Owens, Myrtle M. 
Powell, Norene G.* 
Ratcliff, Hazel M. 
Ratcliff, Helen L. 
Reed, Lee Vellar 
Richards. Dorothy L. 
* Graduated in January 1955 
IN EDUCATION (Continued) 
Rickett, Benjamin, Jr. 
Rickett, Jean F.* 
Robinson, Howard C.* 
Sharkey, Gladys M. 




Thomas, Colita F. 
Thomas, Ethel Lois 
Thomas, June Esther* 
Thomas, Paul S. 
Thompson, Ada V. 
Thompson, Edith M. 
Tillis, Cleotrice O.* 
Timms, Illinois J. 
Toney, Elizabell V. 
Verdun, Joyce Lee 
Wade, Rose Marie 
Wallace, Caroline 
Walls, Andrew J. 
Washington, Dolores* 
White, Artis M. 
Williams, Bernice T. 
Wills, Hattie Jewel 
Wyatt, Anita Louise 
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING 
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING 
Presentation by the Dean 
Goodspeed, Robert A. Yerwood, Renaldo S. 
IN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
Fisher, Franklin G. 
SCHOOL OF HOME ECONOMICS 
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN HOME ECONOMICS 
Presentation by the Dean 
Anderson, Jessie L. 
Austin, Mozelle 
Baker, Anna Milstead 
Craft, Ernestine 
Edwards, Bobbie V. 
Frierson, Bettye I. 
Hubbard, Joe Doris 
James, Dorothy Mae 
Jones, Autholia 
Landers, Willie W. 
Miller, Ann E. W. 
Morris, Joyce M. 
Pace, Millie L. 
Petty, Johnnie Bertha 
Pouncy, Veneta D. 
Roberson, Margaret 
Rogers, Lonia E. 
Russell, Virgil S. 
Salone, Myrtle B. 
Stevenson, Palma Lee 
Thomas, Addie Lee 
Tisdell, Hazel Lee 
Williams, Agnes D. 
Willis, Halretha 
IN CLOTHING AND TEXTILES 
McCann, Angie Lee 
Marsh, Tommye E. 
Nickens, Claudette 
Raufcaw, Doris L. 
Roberts, Verna Jean 
Washington, Howie B. 
IN DIETETICS 
Davis, John T. 
Garland, Bessie M. 
Hervey, Christine F. 
DIVISION OF INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION 
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION 
Presentation by the Director 
Brown, Harold J. 
Butcher, Arthur J. 
Carter, Stonewall, Jr.* 
McDonald, Clinton G.* 
Mills, Milbern D. 
Riley, WilbertC. 
Stegger, Eddie D. 
Wallace, James W. 
Westmoreland, Verland E. 
* Graduated in January 1955 
SCHOOL OP GRADUATE STUDY 
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF EDUCATION 
Presentation by the Dean 
*HELEN JEWEL BARRETT—A.B., Samuel Huston College, 1945 
•ADA B. BOOTH—B.S. in Education, Prairie View A. & M. College, 1937 
ROSA M. POOLE BRAZIEL—B.S. in Home Economics, Tillotson College, 1945 
•ALVIN LINDSAY COLLINS—B.S. in Agriculture, Prairie View A. & M. College, 1930 
•HAROLD W. H. COLLINS—B.S. in Agriculture, Prairie View A. & M. College, 1940 
•PAULINE CARTER ELMORE—B.S. in Education, Houston College, 1947 
•WALTER DARESE EVANS—A.B., Wiley College, 1947 
•MYRTLE LILLIAN MONTENA—B.S. in Education, Prairie View A. & M. College, 1942 
•ODA V. ANDERSON PRESTON—A.B., Texas College, 1941 
•EXIA I. CURTIS ROSS—B.S. in Home Economics, Prairie View A. & M. College, 1948 
•LUCINDA C. SMITH—A.B., Samuel Huston College, 1942 
BERTHENIA MILDRED WALLACE—B.S. in Home Economics, Prairie View A. & M. College, 1941 
•TOMMIE LYNN WASHINGTON—B.S., Paul Quinn College, 1948 
•LENORA REEVES WILLIAMS—B.S. in Home Economics, Prairie View A. & M. College, 1947 
OLGA D. METCALF WILSON—B.S. in Home Economics, Prairie View A. & M. College, 1941 
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE 
EDWIN ETTA COTTON—A.B., Samuel Huston College, 1944 
PRESTON J. GREEN—B.S. in Agriculture, Southern University, 1951 
ROBBIE HARRIS JOHNSON—B.S. in Education, Prairie View A. & M. College, 1950 
•LENORA ROME McGEE—B.S. in Home Economics. Prairie View A. & M. College, 1935 
BERDINE CARONELL REESE—B.S., Prairie View A. & M. College, 1949 
TRADE CERTIFICATES 
Beason, Cary Henry 
Certificate in Printing 
Brown, Ovell 
Certificate in Tailoring 
Davis, James Edward 
Certificate in Automobile 
Mechanics 
Gooden, Walter M. 
Certificate in Printing 
Jones, Jewelry Mae 
Certificate in Cooking and 
Baking 
King, Frank G. 
Certificate in Printing 
Loftis, Lois F. 
Certificate in Cooking and 
Baking 
Mitchell, Mary Lois 
Certificate in Secretarial 
Science 
Pace, Boley, Jr. 
Certificate in Cooking and 
Baking 
Phillips, Callie E. 
Certificate in Cooking and 
Baking 
Robinson, Mary Ellen 
Certificate in Tailoring 
Stradford, Murford 
Certificate in Carpentry-
Taylor, James Edward 
Certificate in Tailoring 
Tolbert, Gilbert D.* 
Certificate in Plumbing 








Edwards, Bobbie V. 
With Distinction 
Flowers, Leroy 
Fry, Irene L.** 
Harris, Loston 











With Great Distinction 
Edwards, Myrtle** Miles, Elijah** 
Fowlks, Essex Russell, Virgil S. 
SECOND LIEUTENANTS OF INFANTRY 
UNITED STATES ARMY RESERVE 
TO BE COMMISSIONED 15 MAY, 1955 
Carlly Lee Alton 
Roy A. Atkins 
Wesley A. Boyd 
Arthur 'J. Butcher 
Douthard R. Butler 
John T. Davis 
Du'dley DeRouen 
Franklin G. Fisher Jr. 
Leroy Flowers 
George Forkerway Jr. 
Essex Fowlks 
John H. Glass Jr. 
Roland A. Goodman 
Loston Harris 
Oliver W. Harrison 
Norman Hebert 
Joe E. Houston 
Roy L. Hudson 
Ervin E. Madison 
Welton Martin 
Elijah W. Miles 
Mack D. Ogletree 
Julius Parker Jr. 
Benjamin Rickett Jr. 
Sylvester L. Roach J r. 
Phillip D. Thorne 
Alton E. Tuck 
James W. Wallace 
Charles W. Washington 
Renaldo S. Yerwood 
ALUMNI AWARD WINNERS 
J. LESLIE PATTON, JR., '26 
School Administrator 
Dallas, Texas 
A. TENNYSON MILLER, '34 
School Administrator 
Port Arthur, Texas 
OPAL CHRISTOPHER JONES, '39 
Y. W. C. A. Associate Director 
Los Angeles, California 
WILBERT J. NEWSOME, '48 
Captain, U. S. Army (Posthumous) 
ALONZO O. C. SARGENT, '48 
Captain, U. S. Army 
** Member of the Alpha Kappa Mu Honor Society 
